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Johannes (John) Heinrich was born in Berlin, Germany on Sept 6, 1875 and migrated to America 
arriving in New York on 20 Nov 1891 at 16 years of age. He travelled from Berlin to Bremen, 
embarked on the vessel Lahn to New York via Southampton. The ship’s manifest shows that he did 
not travel with family and the reason for this voyage is not known.

Germany at this time was in the grip of social upheaval, the Franco-Prussian war was a recent 
memory at the time of John’s birth. The German Empire had been recently formed uniting the 39 
formerly separate states. An effect of the unification was the leveling of the ideologies of the states 
largely Protestant in the north and Catholic in the south. 

The ascent of Wilhelm II to the throne in 1888 resulted in dramatic changes in policy. This continual 
change in the social and political environment caused the departure of many Germans seeking a 
better situation. We know too that conscription of young men to the Kaiser’s armed forces was 
underway at this time and can only speculate that some of these events may have triggered the 
emigration from Germany for John and the family of Augustina. 
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Augustina was born in Luxemburg in 1882 and travelled to New York with her family in 1894. It is 
believed her family lived in New Jersey at Guttenberg, reasonably close to the Hudson river. In the 
census of 1900 her occupation is shown as “Dry Goods Manager” and two of her siblings as “Dry 
Goods Clerks”. Her family was known to be Catholic.
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Little detail is known John and Augustina’s intervening years until 1903 at which time John assumed 
American citizenship. We suspect John spent his teens and early twenties in New York City moving to 
Rochester to take up his theology studies around 1900 at about 24 years of age. We can only imagine 
how and when they met.
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John and Augustina were married on May 15, 
1906 at 334 E 14 Street First German Baptist 
Church in New York. The wedding certificate 
shows his occupation as Clergyman. The First 
German Baptist Church was built on East 14th 
Street in 1866, the northern border of Klein 
Deutschland, or Little Germany.

The German Baptist Church later became the 
Ukrainian Autocephalic Church and is now the 
Town and Village Synagogue. 
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John attended the Theological College at Rochester, NY from 1900 to 1906 and was believed to have 
been ordained at Delmont, South Dakota (A) on June 17 1906. Delmont is a small community, the 
church was said to have been some way out of town and all that now remains is the cemetery. The 
church was relocated to Wessington Springs about 75 miles away at some point. 
Ruth (1907) and Carl (1908) were both born in South Dakota and their birth records can be found in 
the SD state registry. It is possible John was ordained at Sioux Falls Seminary (below) however the 
Sioux Falls Seminary or Rochester University cannot confirm the date or place of his ordination.

Town of Delmont

Cemeteries near Delmont
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In 1908, the Heinrich family 
responded to a call to serve 
the congregations of Blenheim 
and Tent Hill arriving in 
Brisbane on December 1, 
1908. Their travels had taken 
them from South Dakota to 
Vancouver where they 
embarked on the Aorangi 
which carried them to 
Brisbane. An article from The 
Queensland Baptist (January 
1, 1909) details the events 
that unfolded upon arrival at 
Blenheim.
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John and Augustina served the Blenheim and Tent Hill Baptist 
communities for 22 years and retired in 1931 to their property at 
Coominya. In 1933 John took up another pastoral assignment in 
Kalbar. In 1935 his health declined and he passed away May 5 1936 
at the age of 60. Augustina continued to live at the farm until her 
death on February 16 1943. They are buried at Laidley Cemetery. 
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First German Baptist Church c 1910 and today
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